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Abstract: The purpose of this article to define and classify the principles of 
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Foreign language education is subject to general development trends, and, at the 
same time, has its own specific features (for example, goals and objectives of 
learning). Learning a foreign language affects not only the broadening of the general 
outlook, but also the perception of the world. All skills and abilities in the context of 
learning foreign languages have one goal, namely, the formation of a harmonious 
personality. Thus, teaching foreign languages has a personality-developing and 
personality-oriented potential. Within the framework of modern society, the goal of 
teaching foreign languages is to educate the student's personal qualities, which 
reflects the humanistic orientation of teaching. Students are placed within a certain 
framework in which they have to become familiar with the language, having some 
experience in their native language. A foreign language acts, in fact, as an instrument 
of intercultural and interethnic knowledge and a way of interaction. Teaching a 
foreign language is a complex and multifaceted process, the success of which 
depends on the correct combination of pedagogical technologies [2]. There are 
several approaches in teaching a foreign language that are humanistic in nature. The 
fundamental one is the presence of the teaching principles on which the learning 
process as a whole is based. 
Research results. 
During the study of psychological and pedagogical literature on the problem of 
teaching a foreign language and the use of teaching principles, we identified the 
following contradictions: 
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- between the need to learn a foreign language in the context of a humanistic 
orientation of education and the choice of appropriate teaching principles; 
- between the need to apply the principles of teaching foreign languages and the 
degree of their implementation in practice; 
- between the need to build a learning process based on these principles and the 
choice of alternative teaching methods; 
- between the need to improve the quality of the learning process and the 
insufficient development of the classification of learning principles. 
In the framework of education in Russia, these contradictions, in our opinion, 
should be resolved at the methodological level with elements of practical 
implementation. Before considering the principles of teaching a foreign language, let 
us reveal the essence of the concept of "principle". The principle is the beginning, or 
what is the basis for the existing, unites in thought and in reality a set of facts, as well 
as a guiding rule [1, p. 465]. According to E.I.Passov, incorrectly formulated, 
unclear, inadequate principles of teaching often jeopardize the entire learning process 
[10, p. 162]. The principles of learning are the main provisions that determine the 
nature of the learning process, which are formed on the basis of the chosen direction 
and the approaches corresponding to this direction. According to foreign 
methodologists Larsen-Freeman and S.L.McKay, linguistic, didactic and 
psychological factors are important in teaching a foreign language [15; 16.]. In 
modern methods, the very term "principle of teaching" implies that the teacher has a 
dominant role in the process of teaching a foreign language, which somewhat 
contradicts the humanistic orientation of teaching. At the same time, the learning 
process is a complex system that includes the activities of the teacher and the 
activities of the student. But the process cannot be organized if it does not have any 
grounds in the form of clearly formulated provisions, that is, the principles on which 
it is necessary to rely in the process of interaction with the student. 
The principles of teaching are multifaceted: some principles determine the entire 
learning process, others determine the teaching of a specific type of speech activity, 
and still others are significant only for a specific area of teaching a foreign language 
[6]. At a time when the methodology had not yet been formed as an independent 
science, general didactic methods met all modern requirements. As soon as specific 
patterns of teaching foreign languages began to emerge, general didactic methods 
were not enough. In his scientific works A.P. Starkov and P.B. Gurvich distinguish 
between general didactic and methodological principles of teaching. Methodological 
principles, in turn, are subdivided into general methodical and particular methodical 
[5; 13]. 
The didactic principles of teaching a foreign language are the provisions used in 
teaching any subject. Considering the general didactic principles of teaching, one 
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cannot fail to note the pedagogical views of the outstanding teacher - humanist Ya.A. 
Comensky. He interpreted didactics as a combination of training and education, the 
theory of education. The scientist proposed a system of didactic principles based on 
the naturalness of learning. Comenius identified the following didactic principles of 
teaching: timeliness, security, clarity, feasibility, gradualness, usefulness, 
accessibility, consistency, consistency, strength, thoroughness, taking into account 
age and individual differences, activity, initiative and independence, morality [8, p. 
267] 
All principles are united by a common idea of conformity to nature. 
As the main didactic principles of teaching a foreign language, the following can 
be distinguished: the principle of consciousness, activity, systematicity, strength, 
visibility, accessibility. Let's take a closer look at them: 
1. The principle of conscientiousness. There are many interpretations of this 
principle, given by such scientists as L.V.Shcherba, G.E.Vedel, A.N.Leontiev and 
others [3; nine; fourteen]. According to scientists, consciousness is manifested in a 
conscious comparison of foreign and native languages for a more intensive 
penetration into their structure. At the same time, consciousness consists in 
understanding why one needs to learn. In accordance with this principle, the student's 
conscious participation in communication and teaching a foreign language is 
assumed. Consciousness is also expressed in a positive attitude towards the studied 
material, in internal motivation [14]. 
2. The principle of activity. Mastering a foreign language is successful only if 
the student is actively involved in the learning process. This principle is supported 
from the point of view of modern psychology, where activity is the main 
characteristic of cognition. Distinguish between emotional, speech and intellectual 
activity. Psychologists also emphasize that an important condition for the activity of 
students is the presence of self-control and self-esteem in the learning process [7]. 
3. The principle of visibility arises from the process of perception, 
comprehension and generalization of the material. Since we are talking about 
mastering a foreign language, it should be noted that we are talking, first of all, about 
linguistic visualization. The principles of linguistic visualization in his works are 
described in great detail by E.I.Passov [11]. 
4. The principle of accessibility. When implementing this principle, it is 
necessary to take into account the individual capabilities of children. The availability 
of training is determined by a number of factors, the main of which is taking into 
account age characteristics. The learning process a priori cannot be easy. But the 
difficulties that, one way or another, children face in learning a foreign language must 
be surmountable. Accessibility is achieved by using the right material and method of 
teaching a foreign language. 
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5. The principle of strength. The material should be assimilated in such a way 
that the student can, if necessary, extract the necessary units from memory and be 
able to apply them correctly. The strength of assimilation is ensured through a vivid 
presentation of the material, repeated trainings, independent work, and systematic 
control. 
6. The principle of consistency. The essence of the principle is that the 
presentation of the material is brought to the level of consistency in the minds of 
students. The learning process is more successful and effective if it consists of 
separate sequential steps and is continuous. Disrupted training sequence leads to a 
slowdown in the assimilation of the material. Practical activity is of great importance 
for the implementation of this principle, when theory is combined with practice. 
In foreign and domestic pedagogy, there have been repeated attempts to 
substantiate the methodological principles of teaching (E.I.Passov, G.Palmer, 
V.L.Skalkin); each author offers his own set of principles and their definition [11; 12; 
17]. Nevertheless, in the modern methodology of teaching a foreign language, there is 
no unambiguous classification of methodological principles. There are two main 
criteria for their determination - the methodological essence and the specificity of the 
principle. Distinguish between general and specific methodological principles of 
teaching; the former do not depend on the goals and conditions of their use, the latter 
reflect the specific conditions of learning. 
Methodological principles are characteristic precisely for teaching a foreign 
language. The general methodological principles of teaching a foreign language 
include the principles of functionality, a structural approach, an oral basis of teaching, 
programming speech activity, situational conditioning of exercises, communicative 
orientation of teaching, taking into account the native language in mastering a foreign 
language, the dominant role of exercise in all areas of mastering a foreign language. 
Particularly methodological principles include: teaching on speech samples, 
models; a combination of language training and speech practice; interaction of the 
main types of speech activity; oral lead in teaching reading and writing; 
approximation of educational activity; intensity of the initial stage of teaching a 
foreign language, the principle of intensity, the principle of globality. 
Foreign methodologists, such as Larsen-Freeman [15], distinguish the following 
principles based on the key aspects of the methodology: 
- linguistic principles (linguistic principles): taking into account the native 
language in mastering a foreign language (nativelanguageeffect), communicative 
competence (communicativecompetence), taking into account the peculiarities of 
mastering the studied language as an intermediate language system (interlanguage); 
- cognitive principles: the principle of using intrinsic motivation 
(intrinsicmotivationprinciple), the principle of automation of speech units 
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(automaticity), the principle of using the student's personal contribution 
(strategicinvestmentprinciple); 
- emotional and psychological principles (affective principles): the principle of 
the linguistic "I" (languageego), the principle of interconnected mastery of the 
language and culture of the country of the target language (language - 
cultureconnection). 
E.I.Passov compiled a hierarchy of principles of teaching a foreign language: 
❖ the principles of the first rank (general didactic), which underlie the teaching 
of any subject; 
❖ the principles of the second rank (general methodical), which underlie the 
teaching of a foreign language; 
❖ principles of the third rank (particular methodological), which underlie 
teaching a certain type of speech activity; 
❖ principles of the fourth rank, applicable to a narrower field of study. 
[eleven]. 
❖ The main purpose of all the principles of teaching a foreign language is to be 
able to use them in practice. The methods of teaching a foreign language are also 
based on the principles. The following methods can be distinguished, which are most 
often used in training: matrix method, as a result of which the child's brain is 
structured like a matrix to search for the necessary information; it is used to study 
several languages at once; universal for all categories of students; 
❖ communicative method, as a result of using basic language skills, they 
develop evenly in the process of live communication; 
❖ Suggestopedia, allows you to get rid of the fear of mistakes, from 
uncertainty, embarrassment; students develop faith in their own strengths and 
abilities; 
❖ audiolingual method, teaching is based on multiple repetition of language 
structures; 
❖ method of immersion in the language environment, learning is achieved by 
completely immersing students in the environment of the language being studied; 
❖ grammar-translation method, the result is achieved through the systematic 
study of grammar; 
❖ a natural method, which consists in the study of oral speech, and students 
learn a foreign language in the same way as their native language (in nature); 
❖ the structural method, which is based on the development of structural 
models [4, p.153]. 
The choice of the most suitable methods determines the increase in student 
motivation and the quality of teaching. Thus, applying one or another teaching 
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method, the teacher must rely on both didactic and methodological principles of 
teaching. 
Having considered the very concept of "principle", various classifications of the 
principles of teaching and the conditions for their implementation, we can conclude 
that the principles of teaching are a kind of "legislative" basis of the educational 
process. Success in optimizing the learning process depends on how fully the teacher 
adheres to these principles. In the course of this study, we managed to give a 
systematized classification of the principles of teaching foreign languages as a result 
of analyzing the works of outstanding methodologists, as well as to compare them 
with teaching methods that most fully implement the humanistic orientation. 
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